LORD  OXFORD  WAS  SHAKESPEARE
took pleasure in the smell? Why should this tree
be accounted better than that tree but for the good-
ness of his fruit? Why should this rose be better
esteemed than that rose, unless in pleasantness of
smell it far surpassed the other rose? And so it is
in all things as well as in Man, Why should this
man be more esteemed than that man, but for his
virtue through which cwry man clcsireth to be
accounted of? Then you amongst mm, I do not
doubt, but will aspire to follow that virtuous path,
to illuster yourself with the ornaments of virtue.
And in mine opinion as it bcautificth a fair woman
to be decked with pearls and prmous stones, so
much more it ornifioth a gentleman to be* furnished
with glittering virtues.
Wherefore, considering the small harm I do to
you> the great good I do to others, 1 prefer mine
own intention to discover your volume, before
your request to secret same.
This brief extract suffices to show Oxford's
literary interests and command, at the age of
twenty-two, of Elizabethan prose,
His desire to travel was opposed both by
Burghley and the Queen; and there was con-
sternation at Court when Waisingham broke the
news that "My Lord of Oxford and Lord Sey-
mour are fled out of England and pnsst'd by
Bruges to Brussels.*' The Queen was furious,
and sent Bedingfieid to recall the truant, an it was
known that Westmorland, who had been at-
tainted for his part in the rebellion of 1569, was
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